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NewsBy Alex
Briefs
Mullans
FCC releases
national broadband plan
The first tangible results of Congress’
mandate were released Tuesday in the
Federal Communication Commission’s
national broadband plan. The main
‘headline-grabber’ in the plan is the goal
of giving 100 million U.S. households
100 megabits (around 12.5 megabytes)
per second by 2020, as well as extending
1 gigabit per second broadband to community sites like schools and government
buildings. In addition, the plan will shift
wireless spectrum from broadcast television to wireless companies, which will allow cell providers like AT&T more room
to supply data-hungry smartphones. The
main questions surrounding the plan at
the moment concern how to pay for it,
with estimates ranging from $12bn to
$25bn, though the FCC intends to pay
for some of that with the proceeds from
wireless spectrum auctions.

Israel–U.S.
relations heat up
In the seemingly never-ending saga of
the Middle East peace process, Israel has
reacted strongly to U.S. criticism of new
settlement construction in East Jerusalem.
The dispute marks a continual sore spot in
Israeli-Palestinian relationships: Israel’s
government was elected with a mandate of
maintaining a united Jerusalem, and Palestinian authorities refuse to hold serious
peace talks until Israeli construction in Jerusalem comes to a halt. The U.S. has been
stepping up the pressure recently, with
Special Envoy George Mitchell, Secretary
of State Hillary Clinton, and Vice President
Joe Biden all making public statements
about the region within the last few weeks.
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Area students count on math
Alex Mullans

Robert Fischer, a teacher
from Sycamore who serve as
the national team’s co-coach.
Fischer has from now until May 6th to get Indiana’s
team ready.
Rose is a primary sponsor
of Indiana MATHCOUNTS,
alongside the Indiana Society of Professional Engineers
and Raytheon. As part of the
commitment to host the state
competition, Rose agrees to
provide graders and runners.
More than 20 students managed to exit their weekend
slumbers at 8:30 a.m. to provide a warm welcome and assistance to the students, and
an additional 30 spent their
morning meticulously grading the competitors’ work.
Dr. Bill Eccles of the ECE
department spearheaded the
grading efforts: as the day
begun, he set the bar high.
“We want 100% accuracy
because what we do leads directly to the awards. An error
in these is bad enough, but for
a middle schooler, it’s devastating,” Eccles said. As might
be expected, the volunteers
lived up to and surpassed
those standards; as Graves
put it, “Our student help
couldn’t have been better.”
Rose-Hulman has a long
history with MATHCOUNTS.
“Twenty-five years ago when
MATHCOUNTS started, the
regional director was Denis
Radecki, a Rose alum. His
natural instinct was to hold
the regional competition at
Rose. Later when he became

Co-Editor-in-Chief
Last Saturday, the SRC
—usually one of Rose’s
few math-free places—was
swarmed by 196 middle
school students for the state
MATHCOUNTS
competition. The competition brings
together some of the best
mathematics students in the
state; Rose-Hulman rewards
a select few of those students
with scholarships. This year
saw one of the biggest Indiana MATHCOUNTS in recent
memory, according to Dr. Elton Graves, Rose-Hulman’s
MATHCOUNTS
organizer.
Two lucky students received
$10,000 scholarships from
Rose Hulman: Mark Selke
of Klondike Middle School
and Claudia Huang of Sycamore School; those individuals received the scholarship
for having the top individual
scores. An additional four students received smaller scholarships.
In the team competition,
Sycamore School again took
top honors, followed by
Creekside Middle School,
West Lafayette Junior High
School, and Klondike Middle School. In an interesting twist, each school ended
up sending one individual to
the national MATHCOUNTS
competition, held at Walt
Disney World in Orlando,
Fla. “Indiana is taking a very
talented team of problem
solvers to the nationals,” said

Dale Long / Rose-Hulman

Middle school students compete in Saturday’s MATHCOUNTS
competition. MATHCOUNTS is a national mathematics competion for middle school students.
the Indiana State Coordinator, he was able to move the
State MATHCOUNTS Competition to Rose and convinced the Rose-Hulman Administration to give $10,000
scholarships to the top female and male students,”
said Graves.
“The regional competition has remained at Rose
because we feel Rose has
the ideal set up and because we believe that part
of our mission is to encourage young students to pursue
their studies in mathematics
and science. By hosting the

MATHCOUNTS competition
we are also able to showcase
Rose-Hulman to talented
middle school students and
their parents.
Hopefully
some of the students will
start to think about attending Rose once they have seen
the campus and met some of
our students,” Graves said.
Most Rose-Hulman students
already recognize the value of
mathematics to an engineering education; this weekend’s
MATHCOUNTS competition
serves to reiterate that fact for
many people in and around the
Rose community.

Fans focus on the
game, welcome
Tiger back
Tiger Woods announced Tuesday that
he would compete in the Masters Tournament (held the second week of April). Fans
by and large seem to want to forget about
the scandals that have plagued Tiger since
he ran his Cadillac over a fire hydrant and
into a tree while leaving his house in the
middle of the night. Jose Ramos, a golfer
interviewed by the AP, said “Let’s see him
play. Leave the other stuff alone…. Lay off.”
Indeed, speculation is now running wildly
among sports fans as to how well Tiger will
do after his several month hiatus.

Dale Long / Rose-Hulman

Left, students complete in the countdown round for the MATHCOUNTS. During this rounds students must answer math-related
questions verbally. Right, graders work diligently on the MATHCOUNTS exam. The graders reviewed the written exam section of
Saturday’s MATHCOUNTS competition for middle school students.
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Rose Riddles
By Rose Brewer

By Rose Brewer

I am the beginning of end, and the end of time and space. I
am essential to creation, and I surround every place. What
am I?
_____________________________________
What English word has three consecutive double letters?
_____________________________________
You are driving a bus. Four people get on, three people get
off, then eight people get on and ten people get off, then 6
people get on and 2 more people get off. What color were
the bus driver’s eyes?
_____________________________________

Find the answers to all Rose Thorn puzzles at:

http://www.rose-hulman.edu/thorn

Classifieds
Now Leasing
3 bedroom, 4 bedroom, houses, spacious
MUST SEE!
(812) 232-6977

Writers wanted
Writers wanted for student-run newspaper.
Easy hours, wide-range of topics to be covered.
No pay, but we do give staff free pizza weekly.
Inquire at thorn@rose-hulman.edu

Editorial Staff
Co-Editor in Chief
Co-Editor in Chief
News Editor
Entertainment Editor
Ed. Emeritus
Living Editor
Opinions Editor
Ed. Emeritus
Sports Editor
Humor Editor
Ed. Emeritus
Copy Editor
Ed. Emeritus
Photo Editor

Now renting

Apartments for rent
Now renting for 3rd quarter, summer, and next fall, efficiencies, studios, and one bedroom units at Sharp Flats
East, a student community located one light east of
RHIT (0.5 miles). Our efficiencies and studios include
all utilities. We have furnished and unfurnished units,
free WiFi, great maintenance, pet friendly, and delicious
Rollie’s Pizza on our grounds.
Check us out at sharpflats.com, or contact us for a tour at
sharpflats@gmail.com or (812) 877-1146.

Now renting 1 & 2 & 3 bedroom apts
9 month lease available
No pets please
Gibson Apts 234-4884

Now renting for fall
Studios, 1-10 bedroom units and houses on or near
south 6th street. Check us out at sharpflats.com or
you may also contact us at sharpflats@gmail.com or
at (812) 877-1146.

The Rose Thorn

Thorn Staff

Staff Writers
CM 5037, 5500 Wabash Ave.
Tim Ekl
Alex Mullans
Terre Haute, IN 47803-3999
Scott Gallmeier
Phone:(812) 877-8255
Colin DeClue
Fax: (812) 877-8166
Ben Collins
E-mail: thorn@rose-hulman.edu
Melissa Schwenk
http://www.rose-hulman.edu/thorn
Carly Baehr
Christine Price
Andrew Klusman “Working to keep the Rose-Hulman community informed
by providing an accurate and
Noël Spurgeon
dependable source for news and information.”
James Zhou
Emily Asman
Clint Thompson
The Rose Thorn is published on Fridays
Luke Woolley
first through ninth week each quarter.

Administrative Staff
Business Manager Andrew Klusman
Webmaster Kurtis Zimmerman
Adviser Richard House

Eli Baca
Annie Bullock
Mitchell Ishmael
Matt Melton
Will Mruzek
Elliot Simon
Hobey Tam
Kurtis Zimmerman

Cartoonist Carly Baehr
Photographers Mike Reis
Matt Vargo

The Rose Thorn welcomes and encourages comments from its readers. We request that all letters to the editor be less than 600 words in length.
THE DEADLINE FOR CONTENT SUBMISSION IS 5 P.M. THREE DAYS PRIOR TO PUBLICATION.
All content should be submitted to thorn@rose-hulman.edu or to the Rose Thorn Office (Hulman Memorial Union room 249).
The editors reserve the right to edit submissions for clarity, grammar, length, and factual errors. The editors reserve the right to accept content changes submitted after deadline.
All letters must contain the writer’s signature (electronic form is acceptable) and contact information (e-mail address and/or phone number).
The views expressed in the Rose Thorn are those of the original author and, with the exception of the Opinions Page ‘Staff View’,
do not necessarily represent the views of the Rose Thorn staff or the Rose-Hulman community.
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Girl Scouts earn Engineering Patch at
Rose-Hulman
Andrew Klusman
Sports Editor
This past Saturday, Girl
Scouts from all around Indiana
visited Rose-Hulman to take
part in the biannual Girl Scout
Engineering Patch Day, which is
hosted by the Society of Women
Engineers (SWE), and features a
presentation by Alpha Chi Sigma, the professional chemistry
fraternity.
Around fifty Girl Scouts took
part in the event this year, accompanied by their parents,
troop leaders, and siblings.
“The main reason SWE holds
this event is to get the girls interested in science and technology,” SWE Secretary Jenn Fischer, senior chemical engineering
major, said. The event lets the
Girl Scouts learn more about science and technology, and they
can “earn an actual Girl Scout

patch,” said Fischer.
The day began at 9:30 a.m.,
and featured one station for every large department on campus.
The stations were located in the
Kahn Rooms in the Hulman Memorial Union and the Worx. The
day wraps up with a chemistry
presentation and show given by
Alpha Chi Sigma.
Elaine Houston, senior biomedical engineering major, coordinated the Girl Scout Day at
Rose-Hulman, and the event
this year was planned to be held
at the end of Girl Scout Week, a
week celebrating Girl Scouts and
commemorates the founding of
the first Girl Scout troop by Juliette Gordon Low in Savannah,
Georgia, on March 12, 1912.
“The girls always love it, and
when 12:30 p.m. comes, they
always want to do more things,”
said Fischer. “We’re always happy to have them here.”

Stations at
Girl Scout Day
At each station, the Scouts
are asked what each major
does, and then more information is given about the particular major (what they do/with
which products they work).
•Chemical Engineering —
Make ice cream
Biomedical Engineering —
Extract DNA from fruit
•Electrical Engineering —
Connect a circuit, and make a
light bulb light up
•Civil Engineering — Build
bridges out of books, and see
which is strongest
•Mechanical Engineering —
Build cars that are propelled
by blown-up balloons, and see
which is fastest

Lindsey Saxton / SWE member

High school girls pose around statue on campus during the Women Exploring Engineering (WEE) night,
which occurred concurrently with the SWE Girl Scouts Day last weekend.

Have an event coming up soon?

The Logan Library is holding a
READ poster contest!

Have a club you want people to
hear about?

Rose-Hulman students, faculty and
staff may submit a photo of you or your
friends, campus group, or department
with a favorite book, in a favorite study
spot – anything you can think of to
promote reading!

Just have something you want well
over 2000 people to see?

The winning entries will be selected
from the best submissions in both the
Individual and Group Categories. The
Rose-Hulman community will chose
the winner by voting on the Logan Library Facebook Fan Page. The winners
will receive one 16” x 24” poster version of their photo and special prize.

Then advertise with
The Rose Thorn!
Rose-Hulman affiliates get 50% off!
Contact us for more info at:
thorn-biz@rose-hulman.edu

Winning entries will be announced on
April 16, 2010.
For More information visit:
http://www.rose-hulman.edu/Library

Entertainment
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“Alice in Wonderland” underwhelms

Ben Collins

Entertainment Editor Emeritus
I think we’ve all been there before: Disney revisiting the Lewis
Carroll’s series of stories concerning Alice, Johnny Depp being attached to a huge budget motion
picture, an all star cast of voice
actors playing some of the more
ridiculous characters of literary
and, to a point, movie history. This
set-up seems like nothing could go
wrong; there’s no way this couldn’t
sell seats, especially with the added
dimension of 3-D, a feature that
made “Avatar” the success it has
been. So why is it that this iteration of “Alice in Wonderland,” that
had everything going for it, left me
wanting so much more?
The primary resource from
which we’ve all most likely come
to know “Alice in Wonderland”
was Disney’s first romp into the
fray with their 1951 animated feature. The film drew from “Alice’s
Adventures in Wonderland” and
“Through the Looking-Glass,” and
although it omitted the Jabberwocky section, it stayed true to the
source material. That movie was
a real gem that has stayed bright
through the years, maintaining
the lunacy and the childish charm
of what Alice is. There have been
other, lesser known interpretations

and reimaging of the world of Wonderland, one of which was the SyFy
mini-series, “Alice.” Simply put,
this is well laid ground to tread with
an audience somewhat open to reinterpretation.
That all aside, bringing together a large portion of the popular
“Sweeney Todd” movie cast (Johnny Depp, Helena Bohnam Carter,
Alan Rickman), acclaimed director
Tim Burton, and visuals of a dark,
disturbed fantasy world to sell at
Hot Topic, this seems to be a palatable taste for many potential movie
patrons. With the $200 million
budget being thrown into making
this movie, the final product wasn’t
really that spectacular, or good, but
just kind of “eh.”
Having just given praise for some
of the cast brought in for the production, the cast overall and the
characters were by no means weak
for this movie. The actors all played
out their characters very well,
whether it was the bubbly White
Queen played by Anne Hatheway
(“The Devil Wears Prada,” “The
Princess Diaries”) or the broody,
confused Alice played by Mia Wasikowska, a relative newcomer to
the movie scene. To be blunt, I
didn’t find any issue with the casting choices as each actor really
brought out a cool interpretation
of their character. Most of the characters they represented were also

really well developed and almost
flaunted the deep back story this
world has.
Johnny Depp’s Mad Hatter was
the only character that required
additional back story to develop
what made him “mad” as opposed
to mad. Depp’s character was also
one of the more interesting choices
for character direction; that isn’t to
say I approve of making the Mad
Hatter a running “Braveheart”
joke, but it was at least a new way
to look at the character.
As much as I’ve tried to find
some saving grace about this movie, there is very little in it that I really can say was definitely good; it
was all just varying blends of mediocre. The best part of the movie
came in the visual design, both
costume wise and in the animated
characters, but aside from that, it
was weak in both movie plot and
the way they used the tools given
to them with this well established
franchise and Disney in general. My
main distaste came from me waiting for something awesome/fantastic/ridiculous to happen throughout the movie; while the door
mouse stabbing eyes left and right
gave me a sense of glee, the movie
wasn’t as exciting or entrancing as
it could have been. The 3-D aspect
was also overly subtle; nothing near
the level of quality anybody would
expect after “Avatar” blew us away.

http:\\www.go386.com

Johnny Depp (“Edward Scissorhands”) as the Mad Hatter in “Alice”
While I want to give the benefit
of the doubt in saying that I may
not have “gotten” it, the movie in
being nonsensical was also just
haphazardly trying to make itself
very deep and intellectual: Machiavelli references, different facets and
characters of women, maintaining
of self image, etc., were hit subtly
and hard in their own regards, just
not enough to make me care. Walk-

ing away from the movie, that apathy definitely carried over, leaving
me of the opinion I have almost no
desire to see this movie again. Not
out of spite, not out of anger, just
because it really was so mediocre.
Review rating: 2 elephants

“The Hurt Locker” deserves its 6 Oscars
Brian Sherman
Guest Writer
Recently at the 82nd Academy
Awards “The Hurt Locker hauled
in a whopping 6 awards including Best Picture and Best Director
(Kathryn Bigelow), and for good
reason. The film follows a team
of three soldier from an Army Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD)
squad as they carry out they carry
out their service. Within the first 10
minutes of the movie, the squad’s
leader, Sergeant Thompson (Guy
Pearce, “Memento”) is killed in a
failed bomb defusing mission. This
scene sets up the atmosphere for
the rest of the movie: anything can
go wrong at any moment. Sergeant
Thompson is soon replaced by the

reckless, yet effective, Sergeant William James (Jeremy Renner, “28
Weeks Later”). Renner brilliantly
portrays a man who is addicted to
the thrill and suspense of war; he is
also really good at what he does. In
one memorable scene Thompson,
faced with disarming a trunk full
of explosives, strips down from his
bomb suit and claims “If I’m going
to die, I’m going die comfortable.”
In another scene he leads the other
two team members, Sergeant J.T.
Sanborn (Anthony Mackie, “Million Dollar Baby”) and Specialist
Owen Eldridge (Brian Geraghty,
“We Are Marshall”), to kill two insurgents even though he received
no orders to do so. Thompson’s
reckless behavior eventually lead
to him and his squad member be-

ing caught in seriously dangerous
situations.
Although the movie has received
praise from critics and audiences
alike, it has received harsh criticism from Iraq War veterans for
its lack of realism. Many veterans
have said that the movie portrays
the soldiers in a negative light and
therefore it was not enjoyable. Iraq
War veteran of VetVoice.org wrote
“The Hurt Locker is a high-tension,
well-made, action movie that will
certainly keep most viewers on the
edges of their seats. But if you know
anything about the Army, or about
operations or life in Iraq, you’ll be
so distracted by the nonsensical sequences and plot twists that it will
ruin the movie for you. It certainly
did for me.” Veteran Christian

Massive Attack: “Heliogland”
Brittany Young
Monkey Writer
More than 12 years after the
success of Mezzanine, Massive
Attack have re-emerged once
again with Heligoland. The album steers away from the trophop and dance club scene, using a
much more minimalist approach,
resulting in an organic sound
never before heard on any of
their previous albums.
In a move away from techno
loops and polished drum machine beats, Massive Attack have
opted instead for live percussion, haunting acoustic guitars,
and electronic beats that supplement, rather than overpower, the

album’s
ten
tracks.
The
choice of guest
vocalists also
speaks of the
new direction
of Massive Attack, with appearances by
Damon Albarn
(Gorillaz and
Blur),
Guy
Garvey
(Elbow), Tunde
Adebimpe (TV
on the Radio), and others.
With Heligoland, Massive Attack push down the walls of definition, with tracks that would
find themselves at home with

http://www.ethrill.net

Portishead or
DJ
Shadow.
They have once
again created a
genre-defying
piece that others will spend
years trying to
recreate. Check
out: Babel, Atlas Air, Pray
for Rain, and
Saturday Come
Slow.

Reviewer rating: 4.5 elephants

Lowe from DefenseGrid also stated
“Some of the scenes are so disconnected with reality to be almost
parody.” The changes, however, all
seem to be made to make the movie
more interesting to viewers.
The Hurt Locker is a wonderfully
directed and acted suspense movie.
The movie delivers great action and
story, but don’t watch it expecting a
perfectly accurate portrayal of EOD
squads. The film deserves its Best
Picture and Best Director accolades. This movie could have been
better, but the inaccurate display of
American soldiers brings it down a
notch.
Review rating: 4.5 elephants

http://traileraddict.com

OOPS!
Due to an error on the part
the editor, Hobey Tam’s review of “The Crazies” last
week was given a rating of
4 elephants, instead of 3.5
stars.

Music:

Movies:

Pavement
Quarantine the Past

Repo Men

Ludacris
Battle of the Sexes
Drive-by Truckers
The Big To-Do

The Runaways
Games:
Pokemon HeartGold
and SoulSilver
(Nintendo DS)

Friday, March 19, 2010

Living

The magic of March
for the shortest paths
to and from my room,
class, and meals. In
fact, I cut out some
meals just to avoid the
dreariness of winter.
But no matter how hard
I tried, it was out there,
mocking me through
the window. Productivity, at least on my part,
fell dramatically; happiness plunged straight
down
the
slippery
slope. But now with the
sun coming out every
now and then and temperatures generally rising, I find myself happy
to take a longer route
to class and okay with
waking up and working
in the morning.
The truth is that
March has that magical
appeal to it. Sure, the
rain comes plummeting down at times and
the breeze can be cause
for long sleeves, but
Melissa Schwenk / Rose Thorn
the beginning of spring
Blue skies and green grass are signs that winter is on the out and warm weather is here to stay.
means that the color
Kurtis Zimmerman
sun finally showed itself several just the right direction), I find is returning to nature, warmth
Webmaster
times over quarter break. Febru- my spirits lifted because of the is slowly creeping back in, and
ary came to a close, although at magic of March.
it’s time for a fresh start. Winter
So we lost an hour of sleep this times it seemed it never would;
We all remember trudging to quarter for many people is far
past weekend? This past Sunday with the birds chirping, color- classes in the snow, shielding from the greatest quarter; the
was the first mention of daylight ful plants starting to sprout, and our rosy cheeks from the bitter- seven week stretch of classes folthis sad city has heard in quite the sun so annoyingly popping ness of Jack Frost; all through lowed by an onslaught of finals
some time. Hibernating through in each morning (if your room’s February I strategically planned can reduce the happiest of indithe past few months, the elusive window happens to be facing in my entrances and exits to make viduals to depression, and that’s

why spring is a time of mirth and
joy.
Sure, the weather is improving, but this is also a time of new
classes and new adventures. By
eighth or ninth week, most people are ready to chuck their books
into Speed Lake, but everything
is new and exciting right now,
and when homework begins to
pile up, at least you don’t have to
carry it through inches of snow
and ice. When it comes down to
it, you can smile at the fact that
only a couple more weeks remain
until the next week of break, and
in merely two months we will be
free from tests, papers, and labs
for a few months.
If you just aren’t feeling the
excitement of this magical third
month, just take a walk outside.
People are outside having fun
again; outdoor sports like track,
tennis, baseball, and softball are
all picking up again; and even
if you aren’t a fan of athletics,
the ping of a bat is such a symbol of what spring is. Also, the
sound of a bicycle whirring past
on the sidewalk is a wonderful
reminder that activity is picking
up again.
So pick up a racket, go for a
jog, or just sit out in the shade
and enjoy a book, because the
magic of March won’t last forever. You can’t box it up or save
it in a jar, and this season will
bounce right back out just as
quickly as it came in.

How to: Get out of the Rose campus bubble
Melissa Schwenk
Living Editor
It’s really easy to get stuck in the Rose “campus
bubble;” when classes end, homework and games
of Frisbee consume the time of most students.
Staying in touch with the outside world, even if it
is just the greater Terre Haute area, is important.
Here are some tips for getting out of the bubble.
As obvious as this sounds, spend at least five
minutes each day on the internet. “That’s easy,”
you say. “I spend hours online, visiting Facebook
and YouTube and playing games.” You’re doing it
wrong. These are the types of things that trap you
in the bubble. Instead, go to the news site of your
choice and read a couple of articles.
Even if you don’t think you have time for reading
the news or that nothing will interest you, give it a
try. Having CNN.com as my homepage forced me
to at least glance at the news; more often than not I
end up reading a couple of the more bizarre articles.
Once you’ve checked out the news, get off the
computer. Don’t spend hours on Facebook doing
nothing. You may claim that you are keeping up
with people’s lives but really you are just being
creepy. If you really want to stay in the loop of
your friends’ and family’s lives, call them up. I’m
sure they would love to hear from you now instead

of having an embarrassing picture posted on Facebook brought up at Easter dinner.
Now that you are off the computer, go do something off campus. Instead of playing Frisbee in
front of BSB, take your game to Deming Park. Located on Poplar Street, Deming Park has 177 acres
for your gaming pleasure. Play a pickup game of
softball or tennis, or wander through the woods.
You could even get a large group together and reserve a shelter for a picnic.
After all that physical exertion, you’re probably
going to be hungry. Don’t settle for eating in the
ARA every night; treat yourself to a dinner out
once in a while. Late night trips to Steak N’ Shake
or IHOP are always interesting. Since the waiters
don’t have as many customers to take care of, they
have time to make jokes and talk to you.
Getting trapped in the Rose bubble tends to be
stressful. When everyone knows your business,
you can become paranoid about what people are
saying about you. If you take the time to get off
campus and remember that there is more to life
than Rose’s community, you’ll be a much happier
person.
For more information about Terre Haute attractions, visit http://www.terrehaute.com/attractions.aspx.

Matthew Vargo / Rose Thorn

Above, two students enjoy the balmy weather that recently descended upon campus. At right, a student
fishes in Speed Lake. The campus no longer looks deserted as more and more students head outside to do
homework or hang out.
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Opinions

Former editor weighs in

Christine Price
Opinions Editor
Emeritus

[Former editor Christine Price
gave her opinions on the most
important issues of the day.
These are her responses to the
questions put to her by The Rose
Thorn.]
Rose Thorn: What was the
most awesome thing about being
the Opinions editor?
Christine Price: The power.
It was my page. I had so many options. Did I want to amuse people
this week? Educate them? Infuriate them? The best columns always did all three, of course.
Actually, wait, scratch that.
The best part was hanging in
the Thorn room on Thursday
nights, making the paper. At an
engineering school, the bizarre
creative sorts tend to join things
like The Thorn and The Monkey.
I’m pretty sure that one Thursday
night had the same amount of
amusement as one year of postgraduation life.
Now, you didn’t ask for the
least awesome thing, but I’m going to tell you anyway. The least
awesome thing was not having
content. Know the main reason
I wrote articles? Because I didn’t
have content otherwise. And so
the less content I had, the more
inflammatory my words would
be. Letters to the editor are marvelous for filling space.
RT: What is your opinion of
pie, and how does it compare to
cake?
CP: Well, if the pie is a fruit
pie, I can at least pretend I’m being healthy.
RT: What’s so great about that
Terry Pratchett?
CP: The fact that he’s able to
incorporate social commentary
into hilarious, whimsical tales.
He’s marvelous. Free advertising
time! Hey, Rose student, want to

forth.
Hand knit socks are like the
newspaper, really. It’s made with
love. It doesn’t last forever. And
wearing them on your feet for too
long without washing is socially
unacceptable.
RT: Any last remarks?
CP: It was fun, being opinions
editor. I hope you enjoy it, too.
Good luck filling the white space.
If you do have a bunch of extra
white space, I suggest just putting
it in a picture box, and making it
an editorial cartoon titled “The
essence of Christianity.” You can
mix up the hate mail. Maybe one
week have a picture of nothing
and say, “This is a diagram. The
black dots represent the value
of [your preferred religion]. Oh
wait, there aren’t any black dots!
Hahaha!” And of course, you
can’t leave atheists out. We are
rather offended by depictions of
our goddess Athe. So just have a
blank picture, and I’m sure you’ll
get a few atheists all up in arms,
in the same way some Muslims
were offended by those Danish
cartoons. [This is also my parting
gift to you, Carly. Maybe this will
get letters to the editor!]

often deliver as little as half that
speed. In addition, some of that
Internet connectivity is diverted
for other services U-Verse offers,
like TV and phone connections.
For the FCC to be able to enforce these speeds, they need
to more clearly define exactly
what is expected of their vaunted
“100-megabit” connection. Standard service tests and terminology should be established that
tell the average American exactly
what to expect from their Internet connections.
Then there’s the matter of this
“anchor institution” requirement. Think about your public
library’s computing facility. Are
those computers you’d want to
use for an extended period of
time? Unless the FCC can find
some major clout in the next
decade, there’s no way they’ll be
able to enforce the existence of a
quality computing environment
in every community nationwide.
Another less obvious problem
inherent in the increased broadband speed requirement is that
of digital piracy. Regardless of

personal opinions on whether
pirating music and movies is
wrong, increased bandwidth will
make the impediments to such
piracy virtually nonexistent. As
a result, both the FCC and major copyright-enforcement companies will have to find ways to
step up their efforts against pirated materials making their way
around the Internet.
Aside from the increased
speeds, the FCC plan also encompasses some wireless technologies; it stipulates that the
U.S. should have the “fastest and
most extensive” wireless network of any nation.
This is another case where the
writers of the plan need to get
a lot clearer – the big two cell
companies, AT&T and Verizon,
both already claim that their networks are superior to any other
in certain areas, and the only
differentiation appears in the
marketing language used. Some
concrete information about what
constitutes “fastest” and “most
extensive” is certainly necessary
before a solution is feasible.

Pie is awesome. And if it has fruit in it, you can eat it instead of a
salad and still be healthy.

Have opinions?

Send your rants and
observations to
thorn-opinions@rose-hulman.edu

SERiouSLy. 		
Mark Minster
I teach literature and religion
because I’m deeply interested
in—and reasonably knowledgeable about—three subjects: literature and religion, obviously,
and education.
What do these three have in
common? For starters, they deal
with the making and discovering
of meaning by means of organization—distillation, expansion, narrative shaping, symbolizing—of
the matters of life as we know and
experience it. Poems are parables,
rituals shape time and space, and
classrooms focus. They may do
more than this, or be less than successful at it, but meaning is a part
of what they do.
In this respect and in others,
literature, religion and education
are social arts. That is, they all exist for the sake of the larger society, the greater context, and never
merely for an individual. Not one
of these can be performed in isolation, by one person, for his or her
own sake. Religion without society
is not religion—it’s piety or it’s superstition. And if there’s no such
thing as a church of one, there’s
certainly no such thing as a literature of one. That would be the café
scribblings of a troubled teen, but
even then, there’s an audience out
there, an audience either hoped for
or feared.
Education, too, is fundamentally social. We come together
NOT for the sake of a better job,
or for increased content and skill
acquisition. Preparation for work
is a secondary aim, and testable
outcomes may be adequate measures of whether this particular
aim has been achieved, but measurable outcomes only identify
whether a graduate can perform
a particular task. They do not tell
us (a) whether she would not have
learned this skill or content on her
own or at another school, (b) what
she is likely to do with her skills
and information, or (c), which may
be the same as (b), what kind of
contribution she is likely to make
to the betterment of society, or (d)
how much she values education for
its own sake.
We can never know (c) for certain, of course. But we can know
a little of (d), and (d) provides a
far better estimate of (c) than any
other measure we can have (in a

http://img4.sunset.com/

escape from the text books for a
bit? Try Terry Pratchett’s “Nation,” “Guards! Guards!,” or “Going Postal.”
And then check out the columnist Charlie Brooker. He’s a far
better writer than I will ever be.
I’m particularly fond of his article
about night clubs.
RT: How do you feel about the
Obama Administration’s foreign
policy?
CP: This is ‘MERKA. What
other countries?
RT: What, in your opinion, is
the best kind of sock?
CP: The sort hand made by
my mother. Us poor large footed
lasses. Socks are generally too
small, or too large. But a hand
knit sock? Perfect size. And comfy. And warm. And so on and so
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reasonable timeframe).
Most of this, I should admit, is
essentially the thinking of John
Dewey, one of my heroes. Starting with the importance of democracy, of civil society, of the
lived environments we are all
immersed in, Dewey turned to
education as a function of society, as a “necessity of life.” For
Dewey, education does not reduce to training, nor to preparation for an economic venture. It’s
not about being instructed with
bits of information, nor about
investing in a future job. Education is what selves in societies
do, sharing experiences as part of
the social and biological process
of growth. “Our net conclusion,”
Dewey writes, “is that life is development, and that developing,
growing, is life. Translated into
its educational equivalents, that
means (i) that the educational
process has no end beyond itself; it is its own end; and that
(ii) the educational process is one
of continual reorganizing, reconstructing, transforming.” This
transforming is ultimately the
transforming of society itself.
To recognize that we live in a
world we share, one we did not
create, one that will (we hope) exist
for others long after we are gone—
these are foundational values. The
needs and rights of individuals
are lodged inside the needs of the
environments, communities, and
biological and natural systems in
which we live.
To say all of this is to take a
stand about what I think being
the best will mean for Rose-Hulman and our aims. It is to take a
stand against narrow definitions
of religion (last week’s editorial
by Mr. Joss, for example, which
misrepresented my recent article’s
statements about hate), against
libertarian philosophies and economies and social movements that
overemphasize the individual at
the expense of society, to take a
stand for environments natural
and social, to take a stand about
how and why I teach—not to the
test, not to narrow utilitarian outcomes, but to long-term utilitarian
ethics, the nurtured creativity and
engagement of individuals for the
improvement of the broader society we all share.

Staff view: FCC needs to clarify plan before enacting
On Tuesday, the Federal
Communications Commission
(FCC) published its National
Broadband Plan, a document
detailing steps America should
take in order to broaden the
reach of the Internet nationwide
and ensure Web access for more
people. The plan, made up of
six primary goals, aims to bring
America in line with some European and Asian countries in
terms of broadband speeds and
penetration.
The plan, however, has some
gaping holes in it. As stated,
it makes no provision for the
marketing trickery many large
broadband companies employ;
it doesn’t take into account
several security issues; and it
varies widely in expectations,
with some goals already being
accomplished and others near
impossible.
The core of the plan revolves
around high-speed broadband
availability for all Americans.
By 2020, the FCC wants 100
million homes to have access
to 100-megabit Internet con-

nections – the same speed that
currently serves the entire RoseHulman campus. In addition,
every American should have access to “affordable,” “robust”
broadband, and each community
is supposed to have an “anchor
institution” with a one-gigabit
(1000-megabit, or ten RoseHulmans) connection.
The first goal, that of
100-megabit connections to
American homes, is not entirely
infeasible. Several services, like
Comcast’s Xfinity and AT&T’s
U-Verse, already provide speeds
at least that high to certain communities. The problem here lies
in how you define “100 megabits.” It’s just a number, right?
Not quite. The FCC mandates
in their plan that the 100-megabit speed be “actual,” meaning
that a household purchasing the
plan can expect to actually send
and receive data at that rate.
Current plans from every major provider promise “up to” the
quoted speed, and often deliver
much lower – U-Verse connections rated at 20 megabits can

Concurring: 11
Dissenting: 2
Abstentions: 2
Overall, the FCC’s effort is
admirable, and America certainly needs a push into the next
millennium as far as Internet
speeds and wireless access goes.
However, the FCC’s plan needs
some revision and clarification,
with more concrete goals defined
and readily accessible to anyone
reading the plan. In addition,
the FCC should state early on
how the implementation is to
be done; without major regulatory power in corporate areas,
they may find themselves handicapped down the road trying to
get companies to comply with
the plan.
It’s a good start, and as RoseHulman students, we’re all for
better
Internet
nationwide.
However, more detail is definitely needed before this plan
becomes a reality.
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Liz Evans earns second
place at
NCAA Division III Indoor
Track & Field Nationals
Rose-Hulman News
Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology freshman Liz Evans earned national runner-up honors with an All-American performance at the NCAA
Division III Indoor Track and Field National Championships on Friday at
DePauw University.
Evans was one of just two athletes to clear the 5’ 6 1/2” mark to claim the
first All-American honor in the history of Fightin’ Engineer women’s track
and field. She also became the first Rose-Hulman female student-athlete
to earn All-American honors in an individual sport.
Her finish in the first national runner-up finish in Rose-Hulman track
and field since Andrew Schipper accomplished the feat in the men’s pole
vault in 2000. The effort also marks the best finish at any individual national championship since Matt Smith won a national championship in
swimming in 2003.
“I thought I would be sad if I didn’t finish first, but I’m actually pretty
happy. I always want to come in better than my seeding, and I was happy
to match the second seed with a second-place finish,” said Evans.
Evans becomes the 36th All-American in the history of track and field
at Rose-Hulman. She was also named the NCAA Division III Great Lakes
Region Female Field Athlete of the Year by the National Track and Field
and Cross Country Coaches Association on Thursday.
“I was prepared very well for something that I knew would be a challenging competition. I’m proud to represent Rose-Hulman as our first
women’s All-American in an individual sport,” said Evans.
La’shonda Carter of New Jersey City earned the national championship
by clearing 5’ 7 3/4” on her third attempt. Evans also became just the second female student-athlete in school history to earn All-American honors,
joining soccer player Jennifer Gordon in 2007.
“We accomplished the goals that we set forth in jumping consistently
throughout the season and preparing ourselves to compete at a high level at the national championships. I feel that we’ve accomplished both of
those today, and this was a great capstone to the indoor season,” said assistant coach Matthew Cole, who serves as the team’s jumps coach.
Evans will return to the squad for the outdoor season, beginning with
the Rose-Hulman Early Bird Meet next Saturday at the William Welch
Track and Field Complex.

Sports

Rose-Hulman
Baseball No. 19
in poll

Rose-Hulman News
The Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology baseball
team stands No. 19 nationally in the weekly d3baseball.
com poll released on Tuesday.
Rose-Hulman stands 8-2 overall and will compete in
one of the first national showdowns this season on Saturday. The Fightin’ Engineers hit the road for No. 13
ranked Marietta, which stands 7-2 this spring.
Rose-Hulman will complete the four-game road
swing by traveling to Muskingum College for a twinbill
on Sunday.
Rose-Hulman has compiled a .397 batting average as
a team with 35 doubles and five home runs in 10 contests. The Engineers are also a perfect 12-12 on stolen
bases, led by five steals for junior Kreigh Williams.
Offensively, junior Chris Stemple leads the team with
a .524 batting average, eight doubles and 22 hits. Senior Kirk Thompson stands at .500 on the season, with
senior first-team preseason All-American Tim Tepe
next at .486 with four doubles and 18 hits.
On the mound, senior Derek Eitel stands a perfect 3-0 with a 0.78 earned run average in 23 innings
of work. Eitel has allowed just 12 hits and four walks
with 28 strikeouts. Senior Nick Maloney is the reigning
HCAC Pitcher of the Week and has a 2-0 record with a
1.50 earned run average.

Sports Briefs
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By Kurtis Zimmerman

March Madness
takes center stage
Play begins this week for the highly-desired
title of NCAA tournament champion as college basketball fans scramble to put together
their bracket predictions. Leading the bracket
are the four number-one seeds Kansas, Kentucky, Duke, and Syracuse, though most experts agree that lining up the victories will be
far from easy for any of the leading teams this
year. With traditional favorites like UCLA,
Arizona, Indiana, and last year’s champions
North Carolina withheld a spot in the tournament, it’s easy to see that March Madness
will be just that, a maddening set of upsets
and surprising matchups when the Final Four
arrives to Indianapolis’ Lucas Oil Stadium.
Similarly, the women’s bracket was set in
place this past week, giving the number-one
seeds to Stanford, UCONN, Tennessee, and
Nebraska, with the final game set to be played
in San Antonio at the beginning of April.

Masters slated as
Woods’ return to golf
Tiger Woods announced that he will be
returning to golf in April with the highly-anticipated Masters tournament at the Augusta
National Golf Club. Ending his four month
hiatus from the sport, Woods feels this is the
right time for his return. “The Masters is
where I won my first major and I view this
tournament with great respect,” he told ESPN
earlier this week, though many feel that it may
be too early for him to bounce back from the
scandal he went through. Either way, Tiger
will be vying to make history as the only competitor to start their season by winning the
Masters in nearly six decades, though even
Tiger has said that he is still going through
therapy and he hopes he can overcome his
personal trouble and win big in April.

Rangers manager
to retain job despite
drug use

Rose-Hulman News

Michael Kovacs is one of four Engineer starters
hitting above .450 this spring at .462 overall.

Want to write for sports?
E-mail
thorn-sports@rosehulman.edu

Ron Washington will be tested for drug use
three times a week under his new agreement
as manager of the Texas Rangers. This alteration comes after Washington admitted to
having used cocaine during the 2009 season;
apologizing for what he calls his “stupid behavior,” he contemplated resigning from his
position, but club president Nolan Ryan and
other Rangers officials decided to give Washington another chance with the stipulation
that he will be tested frequently for future
drug use. “With the way he has responded,
we truly believe this was a one-time incident
that he just used bad judgment on,” Ryan told
the press, and for Washington’s sake and future job possibilities, the incident needs to
remain a one-time event.

Engineer Scoreboard
Track and Field
March 12
Liz Evans
at NCAAs

Baseball
8-2 (0-0 HCAC)

Second place

Men’s Tennis
5-3 (2-0 HCAC)

March 14 - Game 1
Rose-Hulman		
vs. Alma

2
6

Game 2
Rose-Hulman
vs. Alma			

9
2

March 17
Rose-Hulman		
vs. Wabash

3
6

32/4

Pathogen Liberation Front strikes
once again

James Zhou
Roc k i n g t h e h az m a t
suit
Late last Wednesday, the notorious Pathogen Liberation
Front struck the CDC biohazard
level IV containment facility in
Atlanta, Georgia, stealing multiple highly dangerous viruses
with the intent of releasing them
back into the wild. The CDC facility was one of the two in the
world still holding samples of
smallpox, which has not been
accounted for and is presumably
in the hands of the PLF. The federal government has already begun to quarantine all population
centers within a 100 mile radius
of Atlanta, halting all air traffic
and blocking all roads leading
into or out of the area.
Long considered a bioterrorism group by the government
and complete nutjobs by the
general populace, the PLF believes that it is wrong to capture

and experiment on pathogenic
viruses and bacteria. Their core
tenet is that pathogens should
not be viewed as property and
that science and industry have
no right to assume ownership or
imprison them.
Its founder, Mary Typhus,
currently serving time on death
row for releasing an Ebola strain
in Reston, Virginia that caused 6
deaths before it was contained,
is believed to have coined their
slogan, “Let my pathogens go!”
Speaking from prison, she denied involvement in the attack,
but praised the individuals involved as noble freedom fighters: “[The attack] was a great
triumph in the [PLF] movement.
Finally one of the most abused
and persecuted pathogens, the
noble smallpox, has been freed
from the dirty clutches of malicious scientists. Its species have
almost been wiped out, and now
it will stand a fighting chance
once this germ is reintroduced

This day...
			
Pluto is

Flipside
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Wacky prof quotes
“Add image to axes. Let’s
pick the puppy one. I
think the puppy one is so
cute.”
— Dr. Fisher, inventor
of the ‘puppy v. kitten’
coordinate system.
“We use bicarbonate like it’s
liquor on the Fourth of
July.”
— Dr. Mrs. Devasher.
Bicarbonate isn’t nearly
as much fun though...

http://universityofcalifornia.edu

Awwww... aren’t they cute? Unfortunately, they’re lurking in your
chicken salad, waiting to tunnel into your insides and make you wish
you’d never been born...
into the wild.”
When questioned about the
human costs of releasing deadly
pathogens, she replied, “You can
not prove that it was that exact

virus that caused a human to die
and it is speciesist and wrong to
condemn all viruses of the same
species because a few of them resulted in some peoples’ deaths.”

Top “10” Ten
Reasons to stay inside this
spring

1915:

photographed for the
first time, but is not recogonized
as a planet. That’s how it goes,
doesn’t it, old friend? You go
from nothing to superstardom,
but after your fifteen minutes of
fame are up, they toss you like
the trash. A dwarf planet? Seriously? Astronomical short jokes
are the worst. But don’t worry
Pluto. You’re still a planet to me.

Melissa Schwenk
Indoor Adventurer
10) Having learned about UV rays in Physics, you are too terrified to
risk skin cancer.

			

9) With the increased number of Ultimate Frisbee players outside, your
statistical likelihood of getting hit in the face has gone up significantly.
8) Having spent all winter inside playing video games, you have no
reason to stop just because it’s warm out.

...in history
http://dbtechno.com

Overanalyzed: Waiting for
Dr. Bob
Matt Melton
Den i z e n o f t h e w a i t i n g r o o m
After a week-and-a-half of sitting at my desk for 15 hours a day trying
(quite in vain) to finish all my finals and final projects, I temporarily ended
up with the BAC of an Irish Dock worker on vacation and the collective
back pain of a Bingo hall the day after tax returns. Two weeks later, with
my back still more broken than Windows ME, I found myself in one of
the examination rooms in Health Services, rather highly caffeinated. Being unable to physically move, my brain took it upon itself to burn off that
excess energy for me. Soon, random engineering calculations entered my
head for no good reason, and for the enjoyment of us all, I will share them
for you now:
Average number of cotton balls in the jar: 87
Calculated through basic Calculus with some Physics thrown in for style.

7) The spores will get in your lungs and you’ll die.
6) The number of blissful couples now displaying their affection makes
that “Single” next to your name on Facebook hurt twice as much.
5) You’re so pale that when the sun reflects off you, you cause people
to go blind.
4) Having stared at your computer screen for too long this winter, true
light blinds you.
3) You’ve always been terrible at Campus Golf anyway.
2) You’re a CS/SE Major.

“We don’t actually do a lot
of proofs. Homework 1
is primarily intended to
scare you.”
— Dr. Clifton. The
executioner’s hood and
the axe fall into the same
category, right? Right?
“Why can’t you people design
something that doesn’t
fail? What’s wrong with
you people?”
— Dr. Gibson. Some
people who design failures do fairly well. Look
at Toyota.
“It called me everything but a
gentleman and scholar in
Squirrel?”
— Dr. Mason, squirrel
whisperer.
“No burning wombats.”
— Dr. White, reminding us of one of the more
neglected points of engineering ethics.
“You don’t care about tugging on the shaft.”
— Dr. Nolte, who prefers
to focus on more important areas.
“I enjoyed spending the evening with your mother.”
— Dr. Minster. That’s
funny, I was about to say
the same thing.
Rose professors are known
for saying wacky things,
so write them down and
send them in to thornflipside@rose-hulman.edu

1) Profs can feel your happiness level rising. As a result, they assign
additional homework.

Attractiveness v. Short Length
Yeeeah!

Coefficient of rolling friction of Dr. Bob’s chair: 0.62 static.
Pushed off the wall (quite gingerly) and measured the distance traveled.
Approximated force of push off wall by using the same amount of force in
a vertical jump and measuring the jump’s height.

Momentum to apply to glass jar of cotton balls on top of gravitational force to cause catastrophic failure: about 3 meter/second
times weight of glass jar
Calculated by dropping glass jar from a low height and slowly increasing said height until said jar broke. I then cleaned up the glass shards and
denied all wrongdoing.
Bonus Theoretical Calculation: Assume the air vent (4 in. by 10 in.)
supplies air at a velocity of 5 m/s. If the nitrous oxide tank in the corner
of the room leaks its precious “happy gas” at a rate of 1 m^3 per minute
and the volume of the room is approximately 12 m^3, how much should
the door be cracked open to ensure the desired 50:50 mix of air to happy
gas (euphoria!) and not the undesired effects of not-euphoria or possible
suffocation?

Men (ideal)
Women (general)

Attractiveness

Number of dots on the ceiling tiles: 7,132
Calculated using complicated algorithms of the base 10 numerical system (AKA: I counted)

Women (ideal)
Questionable
Men (general)

MY EYES!!
OH GOD
NO!
Bootylicious

Short Length

Pants

Answer: Neither. The tank was compressed air. Darn it…
Noël Spurgeon / Rose Thorn
This is the Flipside disclaimer, where I, your questionably credentialed editor, denies everything you’ve just seen. If some of this offends you, meh. All unattributed content was written by Noël Spurgeon. The nonsense that appears on this page does not represent the opinions of the
Rose Thorn, Rose-Hulman, the people who wrote them, or anyone very important. So it’s nice out, right? You know what that means... laking! I’m starting a ‘Lake that One Guy’ fund... so far it has an orange, a stapler, and a free Rose shirt. Highest contributor gets to pick the victim...

